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TOURISM — UPCOMING EVENTS 

75. Mr Y. MUBARAKAI to the Minister for Tourism: 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to supporting local businesses and creating local jobs 
with its record investment in tourism events and destination marketing. Can the minister update the house on the 
government’s success in securing more world-class events for Western Australia, including the Bledisloe Cup and 
the much awaited Women’s T20 World Cup? 

Mr P. PAPALIA replied: 

I thank the member for his question and his avid support of all things tourism in Western Australia, including 
direct flights to India. 

As usual, I rise to bring good news to the house on tourism. We have a great action plan, and it is working. The 
last two years has seen the biggest number of out-of-state visitors come to Western Australia in history, with 2018 
being exceeded only by 2019, and we look forward to better times ahead. Events play a critical part in that plan. 
Last year we saw thousands of people drawn to the state through the State of Origin, Bledisloe Cup and the 
Manchester United and Leeds United games, among other serious events that happened throughout the year. Events 
of that scale are not always available but Tourism WA and the McGowan government have been seeking to populate 
the events calendar again with high-profile and mass participation events this year to attract out-of-state visitors. 

We hosted the National Rugby League 9s, which was a great event. I was there on Friday night with more than 
10 000 avid rugby league fans. I understand that around 15 000 people attended on the following day. This 
weekend sees the Women’s T20 World Cup come to town. Nine of the 10 teams in the tournament are playing 
here in Western Australia at the WACA. They are the best female cricketers on the planet and we get to see them. 
I encourage all members and members of the public to see them. The teams playing in Western Australia are 
England, New Zealand, India, the West Indies, Thailand, Sri Lanka, South Africa, Bangladesh and, of course, the 
defending champions, Australia. It is a great opportunity. We do not get a world cup in town every day of the 
week. People should get along and see it. 

In March, straight after the women’s T20, the Socceroos are taking on Kuwait in the FIFA World Cup qualifier at 
HBF Park. As we have already announced, on 29 August the Wallabies will be taking on the Springboks. We are 
becoming the home of the Wallabies, having hosted the Bledisloe Cup last year. The Wallabies are taking on the 
Rugby World Cup champions, the Springboks. The only game that the Springboks are playing in Australia this year 
will be played here in Perth on 29 August, which is fantastic. I hope there is a big turnout and that it brings across 
people from the eastern states and South Africa. On the subject of rugby union, I was very happy to announce that 
we have the Bledisloe Cup again next year. That is extraordinary. The ARU recognises the quality of support 
provided to the teams here in Western Australia. In October this year we will hold the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup—
another world cup in town. A lot of mass participation sports are also going on that bring thousands of people and 
do not cost anywhere near the amount of the big-ticket events. We will host the AFL Masters National Carnival 
and the Australian Age Swimming Championships. New national sport championships are expected to deliver, 
collectively, around 18 000 out-of-state visitors to Western Australia. It is a full calendar. 

It is not all sport either, Minister for Culture and the Arts. We are closing Perth Festival with a big event that 
came about by Perth Festival responding to our request to tailor something that would draw people to the state. 
The Highway to Hell event will do exactly that. It has the potential to be something that we encourage in the 
future that will become a must-attend event for any AC/DC or rock fan anywhere in the world. I am looking 
forward to that event bringing thousands of people to the state. We also have Sculpture by the Sea and the 
Western Australia Gourmet Escape later in the year. Around the regions we have a huge range of regional events 
and programs, including the Margaret River Pro, which the McGowan government saved after the previous 
Liberal Government lost. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Vasse! 

Mr P. PAPALIA: Shinju Matsuri has committed three years of funding into the forward estimates, which provides 
certainty. We also have Cape to Cape MTB, Ironman Western Australia, the Avon Descent and CinefestOz. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

Mr P. PAPALIA: They are all in the member for Vasse’s electorate. I am disturbed by that. 

We also have Truffle Kerfuffle and the Ord Valley Muster. There is an extraordinary number of events right around 
Western Australia. Events contribute to tourism and the McGowan government has contributed more to events 
than any other government in history.  
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